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(Abstract)

NEST BUILDING, EGGLAYING, HATCHING,
AND BREEDING OF CRESTED IBIS ( NIPPONIA NIPPON)

ZHAI TianrQing LU Xi-Rong LU Bao-Zhong ZHANG YueMing WAN G Hong-Jian

(Shaanxi Crested ibis Conservation Station, Yang County 723300, Shaanxi, China)

We summarized the observation on nest building, egg laying, hatching , and breeding of Crestedibis ( Nip-
ponia nippon) during 1981 2000. During this period, the wild ibis population had born 123 broods and laid
363 eggs, of which 276 eggs were hatched , and 216 nestlings survived to fly away from their nests. The average
clutch 9ze is 3. 04. Hatching stage lasts 28 days and breeding stage lasts 40 45 days. During hatching stage,
the duration and freguency of cooling eggs increased as the incubation progressed. During breeding stage, the
parents of Crested ibis provided more food at the middle stage of the incubation. In recent years, Crested ibis
preferred to build nest at Ste of lower elevation.

Key words Crested ibis ( Nipponia nippon) , Nest building, Egg laying, Hatching, Breeding



