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The Discipline and Field Difference of
Journal Impact Factors and Achievement Evalution
Jia Zhiyun
(Editorial Office, current zoology, Institute of Zoology, CAS 100101 Beijing)

The author analyzed statistically the citation indexes of 5 459 journals listed in JCR of SCI, and found
significant differences among different disciplines and also significant differences among different journals of
different fields in the same discipline. Therefore, for the purpose of journal evaluation, it is not appropriate to use
absolute values of journal impact factor for the comparison of journals of different disciplines and/or fields. For
purpose of the evaluation of scientist achievements, it is not appropriate and unfair to use so-called top 15% or
30% journals, because the number of journals covered by SCI differs among academic fields, and this kind of
difference is based on the structure of SC/ database, not on the significance of science. Therefore, it is suggested
to use relative impact factor for the achievement evaluation. Firstly, to standardize the impact factor of SC/, i.e,
make the target journal impact factor divided by the mean impact factor of specific filed or discipline, so as to
get a relative value, and this relative value can be used for the comparison of journals of different disciplines and
/or different fields in the same discipline.
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